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WEST BRIDGEWATER PLANNING BOARD 

                                                                        8/21/19 

 

 

PRESENT: H. Hurley, H. Anderson and G. Stetson A. Kinahan and J. Noyes  

 

ABSENT: None 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

1.   Ames’ Way: William Adams, Will Lucini and Neesha Badges were present. 

Mr. Williams stated that he was here for a modification of the definitive subdivision plan which 

was approved years ago.  He stated that this property is the remaining land of the Meadow Park 

Estates Subdivision.  He stated that at one time, he had a buyer for the property but could not get 

through the Conservation Commission and it ultimately ruined the sale.  He noted that the 

Commissioners wanted him to turn the driveway but if he did that, then the driveway would be the 

only thing that you could see when entering the property.  He stated that he finally got approved 

last year and designed a house plan which was also approved at that time. 

 

Mr. Adams stated that recently, when he was putting in the driveway, there was an issue with 

National Grid.  He stated that due to an easement on the property they will only allow him to have 

a ten (10’) foot wide driveway and the approved plan calls for an eighteen (18’) foot paved 

driveway.  He noted that this was because he had to go under the easement.  He also noted that he 

had to pay a one thousand ($1,000) dollar review charge to National Grid which didn’t make him 

happy at all. 

 

Mr. Hurley stated that he had a discussion with Mr. Adams and the father of the prospective buyer 

about having a hard packed gravel turn-around area, keeping the current gravel on each side of the 

driveway and only pave the ten (10’) foot portion.  Mr. Anderson questioned whether Mr. Adams 

would be able to build behind this property in the future.  Mr. Adams stated that he could not.  Mr. 

Stetson suggested that once he gets by the utility pole he could bring the gravel up to the paved 

area.  He stated that he doesn’t have any problem with the ten (10’) foot paving as this is only a 

driveway.  Mr. Anderson asked if this would remain a private way. Mr. Adams stated that it would.  

 

Mr. Hurley stated that in order for him to get a building permit, he would need to get the lot 

released which would be done once he has set up a passbook surety with the Treasurer. Mr. Adams 

submitted an estimate of the work to be completed which include grading, gravel, utility costs and 

paving; three (3”) inches of base coat and two (2”) inches of top coat. He stated that Maroni 

Brothers will do the utilities and J. Cooper of Model Paving will do the paving.  Mr. Hurley noted 

that Mr. Cooper is a very good choice since he does a really good job.  Mr. Adams noted that these 

costs would be reduced now that he would only be paving a ten (10’) foot driveway.  

     

A Motion (HA) was made to set the surety amount at fifteen thousand ($15,000) dollars and to sign 

the Form J Lot Release to be given to Mr. Adams once they have been notified that the surety 

account has been set up with Treasurer/Collector, Scott Golder.  Second (GS).  Vote: 4 for and 1 

abstained.  Mr. Noyes stated that he abstained because he arrived towards the end of the discussion.  
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2.   237 Forest Street: Robert Lindgren was present. 

A Form A and plans were submitted for review.  The intent of the plan is to divide the above 

property into four (4) Lots.  Mr. Lindgren stated that one lot will contain the house and the barn 

and the other three (3) buildable lots will be for residential construction.  Mr. Hurley state that all 

of the lots have adequate frontage and area and the required one hundred (100’) foot squares. 

 

A Motion (GS) was made to endorse the Form A and plans for 237 Forest Street as presented.  

Second (HA).  Vote: Unanimous. 

 

3.   Lincoln Street: 

Mr. Hurley reported that he had a request from the Assistant Town Administrator regarding a 

notice from the Russo’s Farm owner’s decision to remove their property from Chapter 61A 

classification.  It was noted for the record that the Board never received a written request for their 

recommendation on whether the Town should exercise their right of first refusal to purchase the 

above property.  He noted that the Board of Selectmen was scheduled to take a vote at their 

meeting tonight.  Mr. Hurley stated that he had sent a letter that the Planning Board recommends 

that the Town does not exercise their right of first refusal.  Board members agreed. 

   

4.   Maple Street: 

A brief discussion was held regarding the status of the above project.  Mr. Hurley reported that the 

proponent’s Attorney, Rob Pellegrini, wants to do a preliminary design without approval from the 

Attorney General of the bylaw that was voted on at town meeting.  He stated that both he and the 

Building Commissioner agree that nothing can be done until the legal decision. 

 

Mr. Stetson stated that he would not agree to give out any permits or agree to anything until the 

roadway construction plan had been submitted, the road upgraded and approved by the Board. He 

also reported that there is an additional trailer, with utilities, on the site and has been located next to 

the Plasse Masonry building.  Mr. Hurley reminded the members that they, and the Building 

Commissioner, had already denied allowing any trailers on this site. He noted that he would report 

this second violation to the Building Commissioner.  He also stated that they will just have to wait 

and see what they submit for the roadway upgrades and go from there.   

 

5.   The Farm: 

Mr. Stetson asked about the status of this project and reported that nothing has been done on this 

subdivision since the last time they discussed it. Mr. Hurley stated that they have to wait until the 

owner, Bob Fox, approaches the Board.  He stated that Mr. Fox will be looking for an occupancy 

permit at some point and will have to come to them.  Mr. Stetson stated that there is an excavator 

and other heavy equipment still on the sight but they are not being utilized.  He further noted that 

he believes that there is a money issue between Mr. Fox and the contractor.  Mr. Stetson stated that 

he would not agree to any releases until the sidewalks, loaming and paving is done.  He stated that 

there is a twenty (20’) foot swath still to be done.  He further stated that both entrances have been 

completed but Molly Road is the only one with more than the first coat of pavement. 
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6.    31 & 45 Pleasant Street: 

Proponents were supposed to come to tonight’s meeting to discuss a proposed expansion for the 

above property.  It was noted that upon initial review of the plans, the Building Commission had 

returned the plans to the proponents because it was not a complete submittal. The Board will await 

further developments. 

 

7.   Sunset Ave. Extension: 

Mr. Stetson reported that work continues on this subdivision.  He noted that forms were being put 

up on the first lot on the left. He noted that he would continue to monitor the project. 

 

8.   Luke Estates: 

Mr. Stetson reported that the fourth Lot at the above subdivision is under construction. He stated 

that the builders have had to bring in twelve (12’) feet of fill just for the twenty by twenty 

(20’x 20’) foot garage construction.  Mr. Stetson stated that he didn’t know how they did it, but the 

builder seems to have taken a majority of the water off the property and directed it towards the 

wetlands.  He noted that if any of the owners want to put in a pool, it could be built on the top of 

the fill and then graded to make it an in-ground one.   

 

9.   Manley Street: 
Mr. Hurley reported that Edward Jacobs has sent him a draft of an ANR (Approval Not Required) 

plan for his review before he submitted a formal one for the Spadea property on Manley Street. Mr. 

Jacobs noted that he had to put a sharp angle in order to get the required two hundred and fifty 

(250’) feet of frontage and forty (40’) foot side setbacks. He also advised that he had thrown in a 

curve to soften the cut-back.   

 

Mr. Hurley stated that he had reviewed the plan and informed Mr. Jacobs that under Section 5.2.2 

(f) it clearly states that: 

 

 No pork chop, excessively funnel shaped or other unusually gerrymandered lots shall be 

allowed if the shape is caused solely by an attempt to meet the lot size requirements of this 

bylaw. 

 

Mr. Hurley also replied that Mr. Jacobs needed to add the required one hundred (100’) foot 

squares. Mr. Hurley stated that he responded to Mr. Jacobs that this plan is a “Classic case of 

Gerrymandering” and would not be allowed. 

 

Mr. Anderson asked if the barn was going to be part of this property and noted that he didn’t think 

the owner would give up the money that he now gets for rent.  Mr. Hurley stated that the barn and 

house could stay together on one (1) lot and the parcel that would be cut out would be for a 

contractor’s storage yard.  Mr. Stetson asked why Mr. Jacobs didn’t go to the ZBA.  Mr. Hurley 

stated that no variance would be needed as this is in the industrial zone. A brief discussion was held 

on other options that might work and included moving the Lot lines to the rear of the barn.  
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10.  Meadow Spring Drive: 

Mr. Hurley stated that he had been contacted by the proponent’s  Engineer to report that all of the 

bounds have been set for the above subdivision.  He noted that he expected proponents to submit a 

request for street acceptance and the release of the surety in the near future.  

 

11.   Middle/Senior High School: 

Mr. Hurley informed the Board that they will be reviewing a site plan for the addition of the soccer 

field nets at the above site.  He noted that it would require three members to make an affirmative 

vote to approve the plan.  He suggested that two of the Board members could make a statement that 

while they were abutters to the site, they can still make a fair, impartial decision.  If not, they would 

have to recuse themselves from the discussion and vote on the site plan.  Mr. Stetson stated that he 

had no preference either way.  He stated that even though the field was close to Route 106, he 

didn’t think that anyone would be able to kick a ball that far and installing netting would not be 

cost effective, or necessary.  Mr. Hurley noted that it has already happened, but he wasn’t sure if it 

was intentional or not. Mr. Stetson stated that they should have built the field like the one at the 

Howard School so that the field would be eight to ten (8’- 10’) feet below the street level which 

would eliminate the need for the netting. 

 

12.   Laptop Computer: 

The Board briefly reviewed several estimated costs for a new laptop computer.  It was noted that if 

the Board had to stay with the contracted company of the Town they would have to solicit an 

estimate from the IT coordinator.  Mr. Hurley stated that he would review the estimates and take it 

to the Town Administrator for assistance.  

 

13.   Subdivision updates: 

  

B.C. Way: 

The Board is waiting for paperwork to be submitted to request acceptance of the 

subdivision and the release of the surety.  

 

Elm Terrace: 
The Board is waiting for paperwork to be submitted to request acceptance of the 

subdivision and the release of the surety.  

 

Green Meadows:   

No further updates as to the DPW review of the roadways.      

  

Lamp Post Estates: 

It was noted that there has been nothing started on this subdivision.  It was reported that one 

of the owners came in to get the form for the Covenant since it was not filed with the 

original submittal.  It has not been submitted.       
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14.   MAIL: 

Bridgewater Planning/ZBA decision, re: variance, Old Forest Street, granted. 

E. Bridgewater ZBA decision, re: variance, 9 Holly Lane, granted. 

E. Bridgewater ZBA public hearing 9/4/19, re: special permit, 9 Holly Lane. 

Easton ZBA decision, re: special permit modification, 661 Washington Street, granted.   

Easton ZBA decision, re: modification re: special permit, 345 Center Street, granted. 

Easton ZBA decision, re: special permit, 201 Main Street, granted. 

E. Bridgewater ZBA decision, re: variance, 9 Holly Lane, granted. 

Raynham ZBA decision, re: special permit, 1285 Broadway, granted. 

Raynham ZBA decision, re: special permit, Cornerstone Drive, granted w/conditions. 

Raynham ZBA decision, re: special permit, 101 Jennings Drive, granted w/conditions. 

Raynham ZBA decision, re: variance, Locust Street, granted w/conditions. 

Community Access Monitor training information. 

 

15.   A Motion (HA) was made to pay the secretary payroll. Second (AK).  

        Vote:  Unanimous. 

         

16.   The minutes of 8/7/19 were accepted and filed. 

 

17.   The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Donna M. Cotter, 

Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


